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Laguna del Lagarto Owner Makes Positive Impact

Loguna del Logorto Lodge's contribution fo its North-
ern Zone community is on example of how ecotourism
con affedt the well-being and lifestyle of the inhabitants
of on isolated orea.

When Germon international banker and financiol
ronsultont Yinzenz Schmack came to Costa Rica in 1974,
he never imagined he would end up os the owner of o
jungle lodge.

This “crazy German,” os the locals colled him when
he first orrived, opened Loguno del Lagarte Lodge in
1992, Since then, he hos made o huge impod on the
small, isolated community of Boca Topada ond the sur-
rounding orea.

When Schmack bought the property, the public elec-
tricity line ended 10 miles away. After substontial lobby-
ing, the community, together with the lodge, had its
dream come frue in 1994. Schmock poid for the final
ile of line to the lodge, ond received o plogue of recog-
nition fram the village for his determination ond financial
contribitions.

The some wos repeated with the telephone fine thot wos
finally connected 1o the lodge in 1999. Santa Rita, unl! 0
mile oway, never received o connection, ond the lodge
telephone siill serves the inhabitants of this finy homlet.

Santa Rita hs its own woter supply, fo which the ladge
i conneded, but Schmack contributes constantly fo ifs
maintenance ond was instrumental in gefting o gront
from the Germon Embossy in 2004 1o build o reserve
tank. Maintenonce of the 1%-mile strefch of grovel rood
from Pitel to Bota Topodo is o never-ending problem, so
the lodge's generous annual contribution ielp»s all who
live olong this bumpy stretch.

Aport from assisting with areo infrostructure, the
lodge bos generoted emplayment and education for
oren residents and hos been responsible for many suc-

The cook, Adalfo Gonzélez, an odd-job Nicaraguon
refugee, by sheer coincidente discovered his falent for
cooking. This resulted in some German guests affering him
o fully paid trip to Germany to teach Costa Ricon cuising.

Dscar Artovio, o form worker, wos frained o3 o guide

8 ond senf 1o Son José to leorn English, and, through

g Schmack's Rotary connecfions, spent fime living with o

‘et fomily in the United Stafes. Loter
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tess stories. A local’s primitive dugout boat wos used for
the trip up the Ria San Carlos, theugh it wos tetally inod-
aqume.TEunI:s 1o o loon from Schmack, the captain por-
chased o tovered fibergloss boat and now runs o pros-
perous business transporting not anly lodge guests bul
alse his own dientels.

In Bo Son Corlos, the restourant’s main source of
income s from those who toke the boa trip. The owner of
the restourant in Boco Tapada sold his business and baught
o minibus. He now makes o much beter living franspart-
ing lodge guests o and from La Fortuna.

The lodge employs eight people, including six from
local communities, three of whom ore women. In an
grea whers unemployment is o household word,
Schmack ond his son Kurt not only hove been responsi-
te for improving the livelihood of oren residents, but
hove oko ossisted some to ochieve previously

unthought-of oppartunities.

o visiting four aperator
from 0 canoeing company inwiled him 16 Vermant 1o work
os 0 guide. Subsaquently, he returned to Costa Rica ond
now hos his own conoeing compony in Lo Fortuna,

His brother Fouritio was given similor fraining ond

i now works with Oscar. The lodge confinues o train bocal

people, but Schrrack appears to hold no resentment when
they leave ond is proud and delighted to hove been oble
to give them such opportunities,

Through his connections with the Ratary Club of San
Jusé, Schmock has been instrumentol in bringing Rofary
Uub members from the United Stotes to do o variety of
social projects in the aren, including o three-day free den-
tol dinic ond donations of medicol supplies fo be disirib-
uted o clinics in the Northern Zone.

Assistance to local schoals is ongoing, including con-
shruction ond refurbishing projects, os well o school sup-
plies ond two compulers that were donated by the
Ratory Club of Son José fo the school in Boco Topado,
While steying at the lodge, YMCA students hove donated
their fime ond supplies toword improvements in ihe
cemmunily.

The Schmacks hove goined full respect from local com-
munities, and the positive imﬂﬂ of their small kodge, run
under shicl ecological guidelines, 5 o commendable
axample of how ecotourism can benefit the populotion of
@ remafe orea.
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